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GROANS AND LAMENTATIONS. 


The following Editorial Remarks we copy from 
the Utica “ Western Recorder,” of the 3ist 
ult. where they appear as referring to a 
communication signed “Timothy” dated from 
this place, that appeared in the same sheet, 
and which we also copy below.—Ep. 


Our readers must not infer from the commu- 
nication, signed “ Timothy,” on our last page, 
to-day, that we are disposed to enter fully into 
the peculiar views and feelings of the writer.— 
The facts he discloses, are indeed sufficiently 
humiliating to the friends and the advocates of 
truth: and we have no doubt as to the proprie- 
ty of making them public—that, at least, some 
portion of the religious community may have 
a sense of their own inexcusable negligence. 

Universalism, however, is not one of those 
errors which generally succeed by means of 
subtelty. It isan error of so gross a nature, 
that no honest mind unhiassed by prejudice, ev- 
er embraced it, without manifesting at the same 
time, the most entire imbecility of character. 
Not one single solid argument was ever drawn, 
either fro:n the darkness of heathenism or the 
light of christianity in its favor, Common 
sense rejects it. Conscience declares against 
it. The cloak of sophistry istoo thin for its 
protection: and to undertake to combat it by a 
regular train of argument, would be like as- 
tempting to prove that the sun does not shine 
upon us, through the thickest darkness of mid- 
night. If thereisany one doctrine whicd is 
clearly and undeniably set forth in the scrip- 
tures of inspiration, it is this which teaches the 
eternal duration of rewards and punishments 
in a future state. The Bible is every where 
full of this doctrine. Its warnings and admo- 
nitions, its threatenings and its promises, its 
maledictions and its invitations are amazingly 
multiplied; and they all speak «a language 
which is in perfect unison with the plainest 
declarations wh'e': are contained in the same 








volume, respecting the awful realities of a fu- 
ture state. All these are written “as with a 
sun-beam,” and so plain are they, that “ the 
way-faring men, though fools,” need “ not er? 
therein.” 

Now, ifit be asked, how so “ Gross” an er- 
ror can possibly find advocates—the answer is, 
that madness is in the heart of man. Men are 
easily self-deceived. Their judgments are bi- 
assed by prejudice; and what they ardently 
wish to be true in matters of religion, they will 
often endeavor to believe, in defiance of the 
most convincing evidence. 

We also sce this same perversity of charac- 
ter, constantly exemplified in the common af- 
fairs of life. How rare is real honesty !—and 
where is the man to be found who has so much 
of it, as to be constantly trusted in making his 
own terms inthe purchase or conveyance of 
property—or that would even venture to con- 
fide in his own judzment, if this confidence were 
to be reposedin him! In a civil court, too, 
who ever fully eredited the testimony of even 
an honest man under oath, when it was ascer- 
tained that he had prejudged the case, or that 
his feelings had been strongly called forth in 
favor of his employers. : 

Now, men do not naturally Jove religious 
truth. They prefer darkness to light ; and 
they will not come to the light, lest their deeds 
should be reproved. Yet, stimulated at once 
by self-confidence and by desire, they presume 
to bring their wildest notions to the scriptures, 
with asecret determination to do violence to 
conviction, and to reason, and to revelation it- 
self, rather than be convinced of their error,.— 
So far are they from consulting the scriptures 
in a spirit of child-like simplicity, that they go 
to them for the express purpose of seeking out 
or inventing some favorable interpretation— 
though they should chance to do so, in defiance 
of the dictates of common sense and common 
honesty, and directly in the face of the clearest 
evidence and the fullest demonstration. De- 
prive such men of one argument, and they will 
flee toanother. ‘Take away this, and they will 
resort to shadows, to conjectures,to mysticism, 
and to downright infidelity, rather than «m- 
brace the truth. And though most menof his 
description are self-deceived, we doulii uvijout 
there are numbers who in the strong langua, 
of scripture, are fully given up to believe a lie, 
to their own eternal condemnation. 

How then are the mischiefs of such error- 
ists to be counteracted ?* We answer—by the 
diffusion of a counteracting principle, Let the 
true light be made to shine ip all ite fulness.~—« 
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Let the pure spirit of religion be disseminated; 
and let its influence be distinctly seen and felt 
in every dark corner of the land, Gross error 
has ever fled from this march of truth. It can 
no more approach this all-pervading influence, 
than the thickest darkness can interfere with 
thé vertical rays of the sun at noon-day. Here 
is the christian’s defence. Let him not pre- 
sume to wage a war of words against a band of 
intellectual outlaws. Let him but once bring 
the influence of religious truths, duties, and mo- 
tives, to bear upon the public mind in any giv- 
en section’ of country ; and universalism with 
its advocates will soon flee before it, and seek 
outa residence in some neglected region of 
darkness, from which again it must be expelled 
by a repetition of the same process. 

From the facts which have called forth these 
remarks, then, we should derive a strong mo- 
tive in favor ofsustaining and increasing the 
operations of Domestic MW ssions. These, the 
great Master of the vineyard has condescended 
to bless. Error of every description has been 
seen to yield to their influence. Let these be 


increased and multiplied ; let them be second- 
ed by fervent and persevering prayers for their 
success ; and let m‘nisters and people general- 
ly, awake to the subject; and not only this 
monster of infidelity, but every other, shall be 
driven from the face of society, 


The following is the communication of “ Timo- 
thy,” referred to in the above remarks of 
Mr. Hastings, the Bditor of the W. Record- 
er, which we also copy from the same paper, 

Buffalo, Jan. 17th, 1826. 
To the Editor of the Western Recorder. 
$1rx,—I have been a very constant reader of 

your paper since its first commencement, and I 

trust it has not been without its use in fixing, 

more firmly, those opinions which our Great 

Master taught us to hold most dear. In partic- 

ular I have rejoiced at the animating acceunts 

you have frequently given, of the building up of 
the waste places of our Zion, and of the refresh- 
ing visitations from on high, which have been 
poured out upon the inhabitants of many pla- 





ces, causing glorious revivals of religion among 
the people. 

But while I have thus rejoiced with those | 
that have cause to rejoice, it has been my pain- | 
ful lot. and that of many wita me, to call se-' 
ere'ly from the closet, upon the christians of | 
more highly favored portions of our country, to ' 
weep with us while we weep over the moral | 
w2s'g in which we live, amid the surrounding | 
desolations, I speak not here of any consider- | 
able went asto ministrations of the word, at 
regular. and stated periods ; but more particu- 
larly of the growing strength of a most danger- 
ous heresy, which in its progress would deceive, 
if possible, the very elect. I allude to that 
Siren destroyer, Universalism; which, with its 
attendont host of mischiefs and evils, is stalking 
abroad at poor day among us, threatening des- 


olation even to the forms of godliness. I doubt 
not you have heard that there is a Universalist 
paper printed .n this village. It is called “ Gos- 
pet Advocate,”( what perversions of words !)— 
This is the fountain whence all the little streams, 
that are poisoning our very existence, flow,— 
the common centre around which all the advo- 
cates of error revolve, and the medium through 
which they promulgate their ribald jests, and 
low scoffs at religion and its followers. 

Iam one among many others, who saw that 
publication when it commenced its existence, 
three years ago. At that time it was thought 
the mere fungus of a few heated imaginations, 
which would soon disappear and be seen no 
mere—it was therefore treated with perfect 
neglect, as unworthy of notice, But we have 
lived to witness the mortifying fict, that the 
evil has increased by neglect, until it has now 
become almost a question whether error is not 
soon to reign triumphant over a considerable 
section of our country, with perhaps here and 
there an honorable exception. ‘The print a- 
bove mentioned has contmued to appear, reg- 
ularly, every week, teeming with the usual mat- 
ter found in such works, and from about three 
hundred subscribers, which it had at first, it has 
constantly arisen, until there are no less than 
seventeen hundred copics printed every week !— 
This must be partly owing to the unparalleled 
exertions of such as wish to see error triumph, 
and partly to criminal neglect on the part of 
professors of religion. It has been the means 
of settling a preacher of that doctrine here, who 
is now its editor, and a house has been erected 
to accommodate his hearers. But this is not 
the worst: the print is circulated far and wide, 
and is fast poisoning public opinion, end turn- 
ing men from rightevusness to the more natur- 
al courses of vice. 

The writers for it are skilled in subtlety, and 
when this fails they resort to scoffing and scur- 
rility. To keep up an air of fairness which is 
their constant aim, they avow that “ their col- 
umns are open to all objectors,” and thus they 
induce the weak to suppose that they cannot be 
refuted. Have we no one who will step forth 
and silence their clamors ? Possibly this may 
meet the eye of some one who is capable of as- 
suming that honor. ‘To say any longer, that 
they are unworthy of notice, is, in fact, to assist 
in the establishment of the very errors we wish 
to see suppressed—the saying is a weapon in 
the hands of the enemies of religion. If no 
other is found, 1 submit whether even you Mr. 
Editor, might not be useful, yourself, in the 
cause. Many of our papers circulate in the 
region, and possibly your voice might be heard 
to the glory of our God. TIMOTHY. 


—_—— 


REMAKKS. 

The foregoing. productions, considering the sour- 
ces from which they bave emanated, are entitled to 
some little attention. The first comes teeming from 
a press “sold under”—the ‘‘ Aubura. Thev!ogical 
Seminary;” the second was conceived in Buffalo, 
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and brought forth at Utica; and after havivg travel- 
led four hundred miles, is deserving of all that atten- 
tion which the good citizens of this Emporium of the 
West are wont to bestow on travelling strangers of 
distinction. Whether the production over the sig- 
nature of * Timothy” was ‘got up” at any of those 
conclaves of the pious, where divers ** portentious” 
plans are laid to save souls, or came forth ‘+ from the 
closet” of some modern * Timothy,” who, tired of 
calling “secretly upon the christians of more highly 
favoured portions of our country,” has concluded to 
“cry aloud and spare not,” are questions which we 
leave to be answered by those, who pretend, that the 
title of our paper is a perversion of words. One 
thing in relation to the essay of * Timothy,” is some- 
what peculiar. He has written from Buffalo, a long 
epistle to the editor of the Western Recorder, with 
a view to induce some one to enter the field against 
the Gospel Advocate; while, as he acknowledges 
himself, our colums are open for any attempts of our 
opponents at a refutation of the doctrines which we 
maintain. Now we ask, if our friend Timothy is in 
reality apxious to see the work go on, why did he 
not advertise his orthodox friends of the fact in the 
columns of the Advocate? If he, or any of his pious 
brethren are in earnest, and will make their wishes 
known to us, we will insert a notification to that* 
effect for any reasonable length of time, gratis; and 
if the request is a special one, we willoffer a reason- 
able premium for the best defence of orthodox prin- 
ciples that shall be produced in any given time. But 


there appears to have been some other object in 
view, which, as it is more fully developed in the edi- 
torial remarks of the Recorder, will be attended to 


in due time. Suffice it tosay, that we concur with 
Timothy in the opinion that there is a criminal neg- 
lect on the part of the self-stiled orthodox in this re- 
gion, which is fully manifest in their silence in re- 
gard to those sentiments which we advocate, and 
which are, possibly in consequence of their neglect, 
gaining ground in this section of our land. If Uni- 
versalism be such a damning heresy as Timothy rep- 
resents it to be, we wonder how it happens that “ the 
faithful” can clean their skirts of guilt while they re- 
main so unpardonably inattentive to those means, 
which only, can counteract its influence or effects. 
How a man, who comes before the people and de 

clares that his commission is to save souls from hell, 
can refuse to enter the columns of a paper which 1s 
perused by some thousands of those who have souls 
either to be saved or lost, and which, if what our op- 
ponents say be true, is daily instilling its poisonous 
errors in the miads of many, is something, which, we 
confess, is altogether unaccountable, unless we im- 
peach the sincerity of those who secretly oppose us 

Christ came not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance, and all those who copy after his exam- 





ples will always take the most direct way to put 
down error. When Christ undertook to refute his 
accusers, he did not exert himself to establish mis- | 
sionary societies nor to beg money to educate poor, 

——, indigent young men for the ministry, nor to 


sustain a Theological seminary at the expense of the 
widows and fatherless; but he opposed his enemies 
to their faces! So did his apostles. And it has re- 
mained for the present generation to adopt the course 
pursued by Timothy and the Editor of the Recorder. 
Once, one man could put ten thousand to flight, but 
now, Timothy must write to Thomas, and Thomas 
must send pious young mca to the school of Gama- 
liel, and the school must send out missionaries, and 
missionaries, peradventure, if they have plenty of 
* funds” will save the poor heathenish universalists 
from the wrath of God!—This round-about manner 
of duing business may answer for the orthodox, but 
we are afraid, that if our salvation depends upbn 
such proceedings, we shall, at last, be driven to the 
necessity of trusting in the mercy of God ! 

Timothy's essay appears to contain the following 
sentiments; viz. First; that the Western Recorder 
18 a very useful paper, and has been instrument:! in 
fixing more firmly the principles of orthodoxy in the 
mind of the writer Secondly; that the Gospel Ad- 
vocate is a very peraicious paper, calculated to de- 
ceive almost the elect, and has caused much grief to 
Timothy. Third; that it is inexpedient to suffer it 
to goon as it has heretofore done, without some spir- 
ited exertions on the part of the orthodox to-stop its 
clamors against sound principles [Calvinism] and 
put down the doctrines it maintains. And lastly, it 
calls on the Western Recorder four help. In relation 
to all of which Mr. Hastings replies, 

That his “ readers must not infer from the com- 
munication signed ‘ Timothy’ that we [Mr. H.] are 
disposed to enter fully into the peculiar views and 
feelings of the writer.» Why not? Surely, the 
views and feelings expressed by ‘ Timothy” are 
quite “sound.” He dislikes universalism and loves 
orthodoxy most profoundly. He represents our sen- 
timents as being quite pernicious, and really, all this 
must agree with the sentiments of the Recorder.— 
Why not enter, then, into the views and feelings of 
“Timothy?” We shall wait for a satisfactory solu- 
tion of this problem. But inasmuch as the profound 
editor of the Recorder has tacitly given us the privi- 
lege, we will venture to guess,that Mr. Hastings does 
not expect many Jaurels from any victcry he can 
gain over universalists by fairargument, and, to use 
the language of the old fable cf the cat in the meal- 
tub—he ‘dont altogether like that white heap; 
there may be mischief concealed under it.” Or te 
speak without a metaphor, ‘‘ Timothy” would have 
some champion step forth and combat universalism ; 
but Mr. H. thinks there can be no harm in keeping 
at a respectful distance ! 

The grave Editor, whose remarks are under con- 
sideration, altho’ he thinks not best to come out o- 
penly and refute us, is nevertheless willing to make 
public the statement of his correspondent, so that 
‘* some portion of the religious community may have a 


| sense of their own inexcusable negligence” And 


what portion of the religious community are thus in- 
excusably negligent? Not the common class of be- 
lierers ip @alvinism, we imagine: For this portion e 
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the religious community are very industrious in their 

‘opposition to our tenets. The ladies too, who are at- 
tached +o the cause of orthodoxy, are quite indefati- 
gable in their endeavors to make it appear, that uni- 
versalism is quite unpopular, and therefure they are 
not the ones intended. And, for ourselves, we sus 
pect that chere are none in the religious community 
more “ inexcusably negligent” than those clergymen 
and their satellites, the editors of orthodox papers, 
who, rather than enter our columns, or permit us to 
enter theirs, or in any other fair manner discuss the 
matter of difference between us, would stand coolly 
by, and see ten thousand sinners, no worse than 
themselves, rolling one after another into a calvinis- 
tic hell, increased to a furious temperature by the 
indignation of a money-loving priesthood, without 
doing any thing more than to turn it all to their own 
atvantage in ihe work of “ begging more money for 
God!” This “* portion of the religious community,” 
who beg money to pay for their educetion, and who 
ca!l loudly for more to pay them for preaching, and 
for more yct to enable them to save souls from God, 
are, if their own statements be true, negligent, to an 
alarming degre2, so long as they refrain from a bold 
and manly refutation of whatever savors of heresy. 
They have quite too long told an inquiring public,that 
universalists are beneath their notice—that Ict the 
ductrine alone and it will die of itself—that it is so 
absurd that it needs no refutation, &c. Those who 
have Guly reflected on the subject, and have observ- 
ed the signs of the times, are no longer satisfied with 
such pretences , for they are at war with facts, and 
facts are stubborn things. We would therefore ad 
vise our opponents of all sects and parties, to be up 
and doing, and by future industry endeavor to re- 
deem their lost reputation for faithfulness. 

We next notice a precious confession from the 
pen of the editor of the Recorder. He says, that 
‘universalism is not one of those errors which gen- 
erally succeed by means of subtlety.” We thank 
him for this concession; and would to God that we 
could, in truth, say as much of calvinism! 
must congratulate our orthodox friends on the im- 
provement they have already made in their views of 
our sentiments. A few years ago, universalism 
was called the devil’s doctrine, and the preachers of 
it, his emissaries. A certain Black preacher once 
undertook to make it appear, in a famous sermon, 
(which three years since came to the public in the 
seventeenth edition) that the devil, (who withou; 
controversy is the most subt/e beast in the world) 
was the first universalist preacher! But now it 1s 
confessed by the very mouth-piece of an orthodox 
Theological Seminary, that universalism does not 
generally succeed by meaas of subtlety. We have 
long suspected that Haynes’ sermon was a lie, and 
the above confession proves it to be so. 

-. The remaining part of Mr. Hasting’s essay is made 
up of assertions, as mean as they are false, and as 
false as calvinism?*” He says that “no honest mind 

unbiassed by prejudice, ever embraced it [universal- 

#1) without manifesting at the same time, the most 


But we} 








entire imbecility of character.” This is, indeed, a 
sweeping assertion! Among one hundred and fifty 
preachers of the doctrine, and many thousands of 
sincere and devout believers in the -*restit ution of all 
things,” in ihe United States, not one is to be found, 
if the Recorder speaks the truth, who is honest in his 
belief! We sincerely pity any man, the imbecility 
of whose mind could render excusable such an asser- 
tion. 

But here comes 2 statement which would dis- 
grace any other person then the editor of the West- 
ern Recorder. He says, that, ‘* not one single solid 
argument wasever drawn, cither from the darkness 
of heathenism or the light of christiamity in its favor.” 
Aad, are we bound to take such assertions for proof? 
Are universalists to be damned for not believing im- 
plicitly, the bare-faced assumptions of this man? Hf 
so, we shall risk the consequence! That there is 
nothing to be found in the darkness of heathenism to 
favor our tenets, we freely admit; and wish the 
same remark would apply to calvinism: But that 
the light of christianity affords us no support, is an 
asumption which rests on the psi dizit of Mr. Has-, 
tings. Weshould rather see some proof of that as- 
sertion, than to hear his pharisaic boasting, for we 
have long since been led to doubt his infallibility. 

We did think, when this essay was first put inte 
our hands, that duty demanded a particular €Xpose 
ure of its various parts; but on reflection, its most 
prominent features are-so entirely disgusting, that it 
requires too great an effort of patience to descend 
into its particulars. The glaring effrontery of the 
writer, his impudence, the impiety of his unsupported 
assertions, the ignorance of his bead, and the turpi- 
tude ofhis heart, are the only qualities discoverable 
in it, which are calculated to call forth all the chari- 
table feelings of which our cold hearts are suscepti- 
ble. A contemptible pun on the name of the former 
Editor of the Gospel Advocate, is the only part of the 
production that bears the impress of eitlier common 
sense or wit; and that is of so low a kind—so pre- 
eminently vulgar, that it would disgrace a common 
black-guard! We suspect that the elbow of the 
writer must have been jogged by a certain brother- 
in-law, whose name is neither Square nor Round, 
but whose three-cornered conscience has been a lit- 
tle troubled by the * Gross” at which he aims a back- 
handed blow,because he prefers bush-fightiog to any 
other mode of warfare. We venture io predict, 
however, that he has so far improved under the les- 
sons of Thomas Gross, that he will carefully keep 
clear of the light, last his deeds should be reproved. 

After a long series of groans that are hardly half 
uttered, our author comes tothe conclusion, that the 
best manner of putting down universalism, will be to 
increase ‘the operations of Domestic Missions! !” 
Like the old woman who thought all others were in- 
toxicated because she was drunk herself, he can 
think of nothing else but getting more money and 
raising up more clerical drones to evangelize the 
world! And, ten toone, when navigation opens in 
the spring, the canal boats will be freighted with 
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them! But we fear ‘hat upless the disciples of the 

Recorder are above their master in point of intellect 
their efforts will do but little towards effecting the 
object ip view. ; 

We dismiss this production with one remark. Be- 
fore we are again accused of avoiding the hght lest 
our deeds should be reproved, let it be conclusively 
proved, that we have ever refused to meet our oppo- 
nents on their own ground. We boast not of our own 
strength—but the nglteousness of our cause will sus- 
tain us, and the strength of truth wid uphold us.— 
We neither court controversy nor fear it—our 
Strength is the Holy One of Israel, the simplicity o! 
whose precepts shall ever be our glory, and the holt, 
ness of his examples shall ever spire us with coni- 
dence in him, rather than in those bigh pretenders tu 
holiness, whose external is like « whitcd sepulchre: 
while within they are filled with damnation ard death! 





MISCELLANECUS. 


CANDOR, 
« Prove all things ; hold fast that which is 
good.” 
Every science which presents itself for the 
contemplation of the human mind is entitled to 





surate with the advantages which it brings to 
the society of intelligent beings. 

Whatever information involves considera- 
tions, of the highest importance to man, either 
in a moral, or social point of view, ought, both 
{m reason and justice, to command our highest 
regards. ‘That which is attended with less 
advantages to society will, of course, attract 
less attention and respect. 

The mind of man, however, is so constructed 
by infinite wisdom, as constantly to derive ad- 
ditional strength from the innumerable objects 
in creation on which it lights; and to find sour- 
ges of amusement and pleasure in all the scene- 
ry of nature by which he is surrounded, 

Whatever objects in creation afford satisfac- 
tion to the mind, without involving guilt and 
«riminality, may be enjoyed with perfect safety, 
both to individuals, and to society. Nor can 
we be qualified to decide upon tho utility of 
any source of instruction, until we become ac- 
guainted with the principles which it contains, 
and the rules which it prescribes to man. If its 
principles be demoralizing, and its rules incom- 
patible with the order, harmony, and interest of 
social beings, it deserves not the approbation, 
but the frowns of every philanthropist ; of eve- 
ry lover of moral order. Let this, therefore, 
be the criterion to distinguish what is useful in 
theory and laudable in practice, : 

Were we never to venture beyond the bounds 
prescribed by this rule, we should seldom, if 
ever, incur the censure of an uncharitable spir- 
it. ‘To become acquainted with every institu- 
tion which is liable to affect the happiness or 
misery of mankind, so as to be able to scan all 
its principles, and to determine’ the extent of 
the good or evil which it is capable of 








producing, would require a greater degree of 
labor and expense thai most men could afford 
either leisure or means to employ. But in cas 
es where the principles of an imstitution are 
clearly explained, and placed within the reach 
of every class of the community, no considera+ 
tions can be urged to extenuate the crime of 
slandering such an institution. Ifits rules in- 
culcate a baseness and depravity of manners 5 
if its regulatiens are subversive of moral order 
in society; if its laws are hostile to the civil 
and religious freedom of any country; or in 
case it contains no directions, which, if reduced 
to practice, would be attended with advantages 
to mankind,—then, to express our disapproba» 
tion, or even to condemn the institution in the 
most unqualified terms, would not come unde 
the denomination of slander, but of justice and 
merited reproof. 

It is not an excuse of sufficient weight to jus- 
tify the practice of slandering any association 
of men, because there are those among them 
whose conduct does not inevery respect square 
with the principles by which they profess to be 
governed ; For no community which has ever 
been formed in this imperfect state has, at any 


! u | time, been entirely free from those shades, 
a degree of consideration and respect commen- | 


which have, in a greater or less degree, obscur- 
ed its moral beauty, and left room for the ex- 
ercise of that censorious spirit, which appears 
to delight in nothing but the distraction of an 
edifice which it has no disposition to assist in 
rearing. Eventhe most pure and honorable 
associations of ancient and modern times have 
had to lament the instability and weakness of 
some of their members. A thousand reasons 
might be urged, why perfection is not to be 
sought, and why it ought not to be anticipated 
in a world like this. And whoever will candid- 
ly examine himself, and hold a conference with. 
his own heart, will be furnished with the clear- 
est convictions, that its passions and propensi- 
ties, its desires and its appetites, its weakness 
and its temptations, are too numerous on the 
one hand, and too powerful on the other to af- 
ford any rationnl Lass of results, uniformly’ 
marked with the lovely impress of moral purity.., 

Should we bend our steps to the Temple of 
the Most High, and survey the numerous wor- 
shippers who throng its gates and bow around 
itsaltar,we might,even in that sanctified retreat, 
behold some unworthy communicant, discover 
some spvts in the hallowed feast of charity, or 
feel shocked and disgusted with the marked in- 
diflerence of some who profess to be deeply af- 
fected by the realities of eternal truth, unfolded 
by the gift of revelation. And were we to pass 
judgment upon the purity of that divine institu- 
tion, the Christian religion, from the mere ob- 
servance of the indifference of some of its pro- 
fessors, we should be betrayed into the error of 
too lightly esteeming the most inyeluable gift 
of God to man. ; 

What should we think of that man, who 
should treat with irreverence the sacred institu- 
tions of our holy religion, because some of its 








38 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 











professors dishonored its sacred name by a 
course of conduct wholly unworthy of the sub- 
lime destinies which it reveals? Should we 
not be as much astonished at the weakness, as 
atthe wickedness of such unprincipled liber- 
tines? How, then, can this, or similar conduct 
be justified, when brought to bear upon those 
institutions whose rules of conduct are marked 
with no manner of impurity, but enjoin the most 
sacred observance of all those sublime virtues 
which would ennoble the human character, and 
raise man to the highest moral eminence of 
which his powers were susceptible! The un- 
justifiable nature of these unwarrantable liber- 
ties is too obvious to need a labored exposi- 
tion. And I would to God, they only existed 
in the fabulous pages ofa darker age.—But it is a 
mortifying truth, that with all the refinements 
and the light of modern ages, such prejudices 
are fostered in the human heart; the spirit of 
blind proscription is still cherished; and even 
among the professed followers of the immacu- 
late Redeemer, the voice of intolerance is not 
yet entirely exchanged for the milder influence 
of that charity, which breathes peace on earth 
and good will to man.— Christ. Telescope. 





INFLUENCE OF ORTHODOXY. 

“ Mr, Benedict, the baptist historian—a trin- 
itarian Calvinist, writes thus : 

“A multitude of testimonies go to prove that 
Calvin was at the head of this murderous affair, 
[the burning of Servetus.] But omitting all 
others, I will transcribe part of a letter to the 
Marquis Paet, high chamberlain to the King of 
Navarre. “ Honor, glory and riches shall be | 
the reward of your pains; but above all, do not | 
fail to rid the country of those scoundrels, who 
stir up the people to revolt against us. Such 
monsters should be exterminated, as J have ez- | 
terminated Michael Servetus, the Spaniard.” | 

“ Let us now look atthe confessious of Prim- | 
itive Reformers, respecting the general influ-} 
ence of a change from Popery.” 

“ Martin Luther, says, “ We see, that, thro’ 
the malice of the D« vil, men are now more av- 
aricious, more cruel, more disorderly, more in- 
solent, and more wicked, than they were wnder 
popery.” Again: “1am burnt with the flames 
of my untamed flesh; J am almost mad with 
the rage of lust. 1, who ought to be fervent in 
spirit, am fervent in impurity, I yield not io 
pride, either to the emperor, prince. or devil.” 

But a fair judgment can be made of the morali- 
ty of the times, when Luther, Melancthon, Bu- 
cer, and five others, gave permission to the 
prince of Hesse Cassel, to have a plurality of 
wives.” 

“ Musculus, says, “It is clearey than the 
light of day, that never were pagans more vi- | 
gious and disorderly, than those prefessors of | 
the gospel.” 

Melancthon, “The thing speaks for itself. | 
_{n this country among the reformed, their 
whole time is devoted to intemperance,—they 
are sunk into barbarity aud ignorance.” 

















“ Stubbs, speaking of England, says, “I found. 
a general decay of good works; or rather a 
plain defection, or falling away from God, 
Who sees not, that they (the Papists) were fay 
before us, and we far behind them ?” 

“ Much more might be cited to the same pure 
pose, proving incontestibly, that a reform in 
name, is not always a reform in faith, and ex- 
hibiting in vivid colors, the persecutions, tus 
mults, murders, perjuries, and other flagitious 
conduct, of the most noted opposers of Univer- 
sal Salvation. 

“Within a few years, a city, within an hun. 
dred miles of Hartford, (Con.) containing 14,- 
000 inhabitants, has witnessed the disgrace of 
s@ clergymen, at least, (all sturdy believers in 
eternal damnation,) for gross immoralities, and 
some of them after being discarded by other so- 
cieties for their crimes, One of these has latee 
ly been ejected from the third society in which 
his intemperance has been repeatedly witnes- 
sed. He was certainly expelled from one, and 
it is believed from two Preybyteries, for the 
same allegation, But I have no wish to exame 
ine the frailties of the dead, more particularly 
of those who were our cotemporaries. Anoth- 
er of these, after repeated hearings of a Pres- 
bytery, or elergymen deputed for the purpose, 
was silenced as a confirmed drunkard. ‘The 
remainder were guilty of the most flagrant las- 
civiousness; ove of a clandes‘ine elopement 
with another man’s wife ; another of the seduc- 
tion of a young female under his protection ; 
the latter of whom has lately appeared in the 

ublic papers as a forger of notes, a swindler, 
who has fled to escape the State Prison. This 
person was a most violent opposer of Universa- 
lists. The nest confessed that he had lived ia 
a state of the most indiscriminate intercourse 
with the vilest of the community, for eight or 
ten years; and the other was dismissed for the 
most obvions licentious conduct. 

“ But it can hardly be necessary to recapitu- 
late the facts which stand out in bold relief, a- 
gainst those in the front ranks of orthodoxy,” 
—Hartford Ing. 





In the Albany Argus of 12th Jan. we find 
the following : 

Mrs. Gilfert’s benefit—We were happy to 
witness last evening, at the theatre, one of the 
most fashionable and full houses that have re- 
warded the exertions of the indefatigable and 
liberal manager. Among the audience, were 
the governor, lient. governor, many members 
of the legislature, and much of the fashion and 
beauty of the city. 

The above will show to the world something 
of the nature of the religion of the day—and 
that, to unite stage-players and church-oflicers 
is a more natural and much easier matter “ to 
bring about,” in this country, than to unite 
church and state authorities and powers. A 
governor and president of a Bible society—a 
lieut. governor anda distributer of religious 
tracts—legislators, and officers of various chur? 
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ches and societies, from tracts to rag-bags—®l! 
—all met together at the play-house, with the 
wives and daughters of the city, and women ot 
the town (wearing painted faces, silks and sat- 
ins, horn combs and waving feathers) to see 
the actings of men and women in the borrowed 
characters of kings, priests, doctors, lawyers, 
buffoons, and , 

Query.—W oukl not the stories of “ A Voice 
from the Grave,” “ The Dairy-man’s Daugh 
ter,” and the specimen tract, entitled, “ The 
Pensioner apd his Daughter Jane,” be more 
suitable foundations for comedies or tragedies 
for our great and little folks, than Shakspeare’s 
er Sheridan’s romances of olden times? H. 


Reformer. 





STATE OF RELIGION IN CANADA. 

A writer in the Boston Recerder and Tele- 
graph of Jan. 6th, speaking of the state of reli- 
gion in Canada, says : 

“ The Episcopal church and the Scotch 
Presbyterian church appear to have abaut an e- 
qual share ofbigotry and high pretensions ; and 
as you know meto bea Presbyterian I will 
give you an idea of both, by describing the one 
which bears my own name. The preaching 
generally consits of cold moral essays—the 
terms of admission to the communion are so 
perfectly accommodating, that gamblers, pro- 
fané and intemperate lovers of pleasure, are 
fully welcome. I will cite one tact as a speci- 
men, togive you a true character of the church, 
I was not long since invited by one of the Eld- 
ers of the church to attend at his house next 
evening, and takeagame of whist with his min- 


ister (Scotch Presbyterian minister, )—and this | 


minister has the title of D. D.!!| The Elder 
ebserved that he did not play for over a quar- 
ter of a dollar a deal.” 

The writer remarks that “ this is the dark 
side of the picture,” and really the picture is 
pretty dark.— Reformer. 

PERSECUTION IN FRANCE, 

A fresh instance ofilliberality in regard to 
religious subjects, has been given at law in Pa- 
ris in the prosecution of some female Quakers, 
who were found asseinbled at a house in St. Et- 
einne, for the purpose of reading and expound- 
ing the New Testament. The Commissary of 
Police broke in upon their meeting, seized their 
books and papers, and interrogated them as to 
the object of their society —They stated that 
they met in order to instruct themselves in reli- 
gious knowledge according to the gospel ; that 
their society owed its origin to the visit of two 
foreigners, an American and an English wo- 
man, and that the number of its members was 
15. A prosecution was instituted against 
them by virtue of the 290th article of the pe- 
nal code, which forbids any regular assembly 
for any religious, political, or othar object, ex- 
eepf with the consent ofthe government, and 
under such conditions as the agents of public 


judgment of the Court of Correctional Police 
was, that the meetings of these female Quakers 
was not only a manifest violation of the law, 
but also a subject of disorder and scandal for 
society at large. The accused parties were 
severally sentenced to pay a fine of 50 france 
and the costs of prosecution. What must we 
think of the spirit and sentiments ofa gevern- 
ment which is, or affects to be, alarmed at the 
meetings of a few women in the garb of Quak- 
ers ?>— British Press. 


MEXICO. 

The Mexican Sun states, that acircular has 
been sent by his Holiness to the Archbishops 
and Bishops of America. It received the ap- 
probation of his Catholic Majesty, [the king of 
Spain] after consultation with th: Supreme 
Council of the Indies. The Pope dwells on the 
injury done to the cause of religion by the 
crime of rebellion, and the punishment which 
will result. He then exhorts the clergy to dis 
play, and illustrate to their congregations, the 
distinguished qualities of his beloved sun Fer- 
dinand, [the Spanish monarch] whose solid vir- 
tue induces him to prefer the successes of relis” 
gion, and the happiness of his subjects, to per- 
sonal grandeur. 

Sir, Michelena, the Mexican Envoy near his 
Britanic Majesty, in communicating the circu- 
lar to his government, says that he had taken 
occasion toexpress to the Apostolic See the 
true sentiments of the government and people 
of Mexico ; that whilst they were disposed to 
pay every respect to the head of the church, in a 
question of independence and liberty, they 
would not confer with any temporal power a- 
bout their form of government, voluntarily a- 
dopted, or consent to lay aside their hatred of 
a tyrant, whose supposed virtues are commend: 
ed in the circular.— Washington paper. 

The Memorial Bordelais, as well as_ private 
letters from Spain, mention that the govern- 
ment is directing its attention to the actual state 
of the Spanish clergy, with a view to reduce 
their authority, their religious houses, and im- 
mense revenues, 

A letter of a recent date from Madrid, says, 
—*On the 5th of October a young man was 
hanged, who, at the moment of his execution, 
cried Viva Mina, and said‘to the people, that 
there were more than one Mina in Spain. He 
afterwards refused to confess himself and 
kiss the crucifix, If this conduct excited hor- 
ror in the public, they were still more shocked 
to see the Monk who attended the culprit strike 
him with the image of the Divinity, because he 
refused to embrace Christ,”.(or the crucifix in 
the hand of the Monk.) 

A late paper states—“ Some of the Royalist 
writers, both in France and Spain, have begun 
to urge the necessity of laying hands on the 
property of the Clergy in Spain, for thé relief 
of the government.” —Reformer, 





‘authority may think fit to impose upon it. The 


“ Lotteries,” observes an English journal, 
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“ which our government has at length proscri- 

bed as immoral, seem not to be regarded in 

that light by the Americans ; for they are even | 
counecied with religion—churches and chapels 
are built by lottery. Another curious mixture 
of temporal and spiritual concerns is the es, 
tablishment of an insurance office, the surplus 
profits of which, after allotting a handsome per 
centage to the subscribers, is to be divided a- 
mong four or five sects, for religious purposes.” 





AN OMEN OF GOOD. 

The Genesee Branch Association convened 
at Parma, on the last Wednesday in September, 
Voted “to disapprove of all titles, but those 
which the scriptures apply to Christ’s first dis- 
ciples.” 

It would be a glorious consummation of a good 
beginning, if all the Universalist Associations 
should pass a similar resolution, and follow it 
up with a determination to oppose every at- 
tempt to encourage the present proud and irre- 
ligious practice of would-be dignified clergy- 
men. Ifspiritual pride is not excluded from the 
Associations of Universalists, and discounten- 
anced by the members of the Associations, in- 
dividually, setting aside the name, the time will 
eome, when there will be no choice: between 
the corruption of orthodoxy and Universalism, 
If pride can be tolerated, and advocated, too, 
as a christian expedient, the professing Church 
ef Christ will appear more like a spotted and 
wrinkled hag,than “a chaste virgin*offered to 
Christ.— Gospel Herald. 





Mr. MILNOR’S CASE. 

We cannot learn that any such circumstances 
took place in the suburbs of this city, as were 
set forth by Mr. Milnor at the meeting of the 
Tract Society in Boston ; and it remains for 
this distinguished preacher to give the name of 
the person said to have died, or to furnish some 
authority for his statements, if he would not lie 
under the imputation of propagating falsehoods. 
The cause of true religion can never be promo- 
ted by “pious frauds,” nor will those with 
whom they originate, in this country, derive 
much credit in the end, for putting them into 





ITypocrisy.—Is a,seeming or professing to 
be what in truth and reality we are not. It 
consists in assuming a character which we are 
conscious does not belong to us, and by which 
we intentionally impose upon the judgment and 
opinion of mankind concerning us, ‘The name 
is borrowed from the Greek tongue, in which 
it primarily signifies the profession of a stage 
player, which is to express in speech, habit and 
action, not his own person and manners, but 
his whom he undertakes to represent. And 
so it is; for the very essence of hypocrisy lies 
in apt imitation and deceit; in acting the part 
of» member of Christ without any saving grace, 
The hypocrite is a double person; he has one 
Rerdon, which is natural; another, which is ar- 





tificial ; the first he keeps to himself; the othe- 
er he puts on as he doth his clothes, to make 
his appearance in before men. It was ingeni- 
ously said by Basil, “ that the hypocrite has 
not put off the old man, but put on the new up~ 
on it.” 





(G-NOTICE.—The Annual Meeting of the. 
First Universalist Society of Buffalo, will be 
held at their place of worship on Saturday next, 
11th inst. at 7 o’clock P. M. for the choice of 
Officers, and to transact such other business as. 
may be necessary and proper. 
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POETRY. 
1 WILL SING P Sk. 


STANZAS. 
How sweet to sleep where all is peace, 
Where sorrow cannot reach the breast, 
Where all hfe’s idle throbbings cease, 
And pain is lull’d to rest ;— 
Escaped o’er fortune’s troubled wave, 
To anchor in the silent grave ! 








That quiet land where, peril past, 
The weary win a long repose, 

The bruised spirit finds, at last, 

A balm for all its woes, 

And lowly grief and lordly pride 

Lie down, like brothers, side by side ! 


The breath of slander canvot core 
To break the calm that lingers there; 
There is no dreaming in the tomb, 
Nor waking to despair ; 

Unkindness cannot wound us more, 
And all earth’s bitterness is o’er. 


There tke maiden waits till her lover come~- 
They never more shall part ;— 

And the stricken deer has gained her home; 
With the arrow in her heart ; 

And passion’s pulse lies hushed and still, 
Beyond the reach ofthe tempter’s skill. 


The mother—she is gone to sleep, 
With her babe upon her breast,— 
She has no weary wa‘ch to keep 
Over her infant’s rest ; 

His slumbers on her bosom fair 
Shall never more be broken —-there / 


For nie—for me, whomall have left, 
—The lovely, and the dearly loved, 
From whom the touch: of time hate reft 
The hearts that time had proved, 
Whose guerdon was—and is—despair, 
For all { oore—and all I bear; 


Why should I linger idly on, 

Amid the selfish and the cold, 

A dreamer—when such dreams are gone 
As those I nursed of old! 

Why should the dead tree mock the spring, 


A blighted and a withered thiug ! 


How blest—how blest that home to gain, 
And slumber in that soothing sleep, 
From which we never rise to pain, 

Nor ever wake to weep! 

To win my way from the tempest’s roar, 
And lay me down on the golden shore !"" 








